PTO COMMUNITY MEETING, THURSDAY, 8/31/06


PTO Hotline:  480-308-7252

PTO Website:  http://zaharispto.org
We had a FABULOUS turnout!  Thank you to all who attended!  And thank you to our childcare sitters for keeping a careful eye on our children.
Julie Ritter, PTO President, brought the PTO meeting to order.
We had an overview of PTO and an opportunity to hear from our attendees.  Julie R. gave a brief description of the different committees available for volunteering (see below), and invited all to volunteer for a committee.

Julie R. introduced the current PTO  Board:  President: Julie Ritter, Vice President: Kathy Reed (not present), Secretary:  Betsy Allard, Co-Treasurers:  Lara Mugge, Kim Pearce, Members-at-Large:  Jillian Fiore (not present), Chris Ginty (not present), Cindy Huffman, Dani Wileman, Afton Zapata.  
Treasury Report (Lara M.):  Lara M. gave a summation of last year (copies available upon request).  In general, we were able to provide over $16,000 worth of school improvements for the 2005-2006 school year!  We have a balance of approx. $10,000 to begin the year with, but will need most of that at first for our carnival expenses.  We also decided to wait to discuss or make any large purchases for our school until after the carnival.
Fund raising:  Lara M. really encouraged everyone to get involved in the grocery store program; it is such a simple and easy way to earn money for Zaharis.  Link your frequent shopping card every year, and a percent goes automatically to our school.  Encourage family members, neighbors, etc to link.  You only need to link once a year.  Bashas program starts 9/1 and runs thru 3/31 (Zaharis earned $2,000.00 last year!), Frys runs thru April, Safeway (must use Escrip—see below) and Albertsons run all year, but you do need to relink every year.  Also, if you link a credit or debit card to escrip (www.escrip.com, we are under “James K Zaharis Elem School”) you can have a percentage of purchases going to Zaharis.  If you shop online, please go through either the escrip site or boxtops site so Zaharis automatically gets a percentage.  Lara M. is handing out flyers with little cards that you can just pop in your wallet and link for convenience.
Entertainment Books (Kathy R.):  will be available again this year, but the fund raiser will run a bit differently.  The sale will start on September 18, 2006 and end October 2, 2006.  This year, the envelopes will go home to all the students with order forms, and the families that want a book (or more) will send the form back in with payment, and we will then fill the order.  In addition, we will be having another contest for the student that sells the most, and prizes for everyone.  Entertainment Books are available online, but these purchases will not be eligible for student prizes.
The Zaharis carnival is Friday, October 6, 2006.  Diane M. had some comments about carnival as the carnival Chairperson.  Also, we would love some sponsorship donations, i.e., if you would like to sponsor a ride, or rock wall, or provide a cash donation to support our school at carnival please contact the PTO hotline at 480-308-7252.  If you are interested it is also a great way to introduce and/or advertise your business!
Book Fair (Kim P.):  our first book fair is the week of Nov. 13.  Kim P. needs lots of help during the day at lunch time, 11-1.  Please see the sign-up sheet if you can help.  The Book fair in May will be a “buy one and get one free” event.
Santa Breakfast/Holiday Boutique (Julie R.):  December 2, 2006 8-11:30 am.  Priority goes to Zaharis families for boutique tables; there are no double tables—one type of business only.  We are looking for someone to chair the Santa Breakfast portion of this event; please see the sign-up sheet or contact the PTO hotline if you can help.
Staff Appreciation (Kathy R.):  Julie R. gave the report for Kathy R., Kathy R. would like to have a meeting soon.  Please see the sign-up sheet to help!
Quarter Sales (Cindy S.):  held at lunch on Fridays, volunteers need to be available from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm.  Healthy snacks and small toys available for $.25 to $.50, and Zaharis wrist bands will be available for $1.00.  Please see sign up sheets as we need 4 people to staff the table each week.  As long as we have enough volunteers, we will have someone go over to the kindergarten playground so the younger children can participate.  First Quarter Sales will be 9/15/06 and every week except when there is no school or there is a big event on that day (such as carnival).

Yearbook Committee (Chris G. and Julie R.):  If you can help take digital pictures, feel free to put a disk with the pictures in the PTO box, or you can email any pictures to the PTO web site (http://zaharispto.org).  Yearbook contest:  we are having a contest for designing the yearbook cover among our students.  Submissions must be in by October 20, 2006 with the winner receiving a complementary yearbook with his/her design and signature on the front.
Communication Committee:  this is a new committee, this committee will help with flyers, banners, copying and distributing.  It was suggested that if someone (PTO member, staff member, teacher) needs copies, we can have a “pending” and a “done” folder.  However, further discussion will be held at the next PTO Board Meeting before a final decision is made.
PTO Spirit Merchandise Committee (Danielle Aarhaus):  Orders are filled on Fridays and sent home with the students purchasing items.   

Student Directory (Cindy S., KeriAnne Zimmerman, Brandi Owens):  parents will need to fill out a form in order to be included in the Zaharis directory.  We will work toward a deadline of September 12 to get all flyers.  We would like to publish our directory in October.  Will probably need help to contact parents we haven’t heard from before we publish (please see the sign-up sheet).  Another flyer for families to be included in our directory will go out again tomorrow.  Also, if you are interested in placing an ad, please contact KeriAnne Z. or the PTO hotline.  (Ads can also be sent in digitally, see the PTO website).  If have an ad from last year, we will try to do the same one again (with payment) if we have it in our file.
PTO Manager (Kristen Hamilton):  she is managing our PTO software.
Box Tops (Lisa Zobeck):  there will be a classroom contest for primary grades and secondary grades.  More information to follow.  Also, Campbells has changed their requirement for labels:  INSTEAD of the full label please send in the bar code on the label.
NEW PTO web site (Cindy S.):  www.zaharispto.org, also links to Volunteer Manager and you can sign up for committees thru the Volunteer Manager.

NON-PTO Committees:

ECA committee (Jim Dabbs).  Last year Jim D. and Cindy S. worked hard on educating the Zaharis families, and we were able to bring in $41,000 for our school!  Jim D. and Cindy S. will continue to run this committee, and would love some help.  Please contact the PTO hotline or contact the Zaharis office if you cn get involved.  This year’s goal is $60,000.00!  All money goes to field trips, any extra curricular activities and/or you can specify which classroom you want the money to go to.  Jim D. needs help with copying CDs, and getting labels and distributed to our families.  Please SEE sign-up list.  The campaign will start last week of October.  We will also start the program at carnival with a presentation.  (No funds come thru PTO).
Mr. Poole would love some parent help with student council.  Please contact him to help with this at 480-308-7246.

Media Center:  Davie Davis needs help shelving in the media center, please call her @ 480-308-7237.
Art Masterpiece:  Amy Helbig (480-832-9361) is the coordinator and contact.  Or please SEE sign-up sheet.

Meeting adjourned.

NOTE:  Annette Edwards mentioned we were able to get dictionaries for all the classroom and district funds paid for them.  Annette was able to get these donated, and did not need to use a grant!  She will also start working on getting a grant to help with getting our telescope and rooftop available for use.
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