CARNIVAL MEETING MINUTES 9/11/06


Diane McLaughlin, Chairperson, began the meeting.  Attendees (from sign-in form):  Julie Ritter, Dani Wileman, Christen Tanner, Carrie Kerns, Afton Zapata, Kim Pearce, Elaine Saxon, Cindy Huffman, Diane McLaughlin, Betsy Allard.

Advertising and Flyers (Christen T.):  Christen T. will be getting a flyer out tomorrow about the carnival, and will sent out the first pre-order flyer on Friday.  Also, we are getting in posters for our contest.  Julie R. found all our posters from last year so Christen T. will get many more made to advertise food prices, etc.  We would also like to find more large wooden A-frame structures to use for signs.  Christen T. will talk to Jillian Fiore and Wendy Keech for assistance.  Also, Christen T. will make some additional laminated blank posters for last minute additions, or information.
Donations & Drawings (Carrie K.):  we have quite a few donations already, keep following up with your lists!  Bashas would like to donate, but prefer to donate items instead of cash, so we will probably ask them for water bottles.  Also, it was decided we would try and get a couple of scooters and possibly a Game Boy DS for some fun prizes.  Will check Fry’s electronics as well as Sam’s Club (with our membership there we do not have to pay sales tax).  Also, if Carrie K. gets in small prizes (for example, certificates for buy 1 get 1 free ice cream) Elaine S. and Cindy H. would love to have those for our treasure chest prizes—the treasure chest was a very popular game last year.  Prize drawing tickets will be $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00 again this year.
Entertainment (Betsy A.):  having trouble getting rock climbing walls this year, many people have gone out of business, so far only have one booked, and would like three, so Betsy A. will continue to work on that.  Also, prices have gone up on all of our entertainment items.  Preorders will be coming in next week, inventory will need to be done of wristbands, tickets, popcorn supplies, etc.  

The Zaharis Music Teacher Mrs. O’Daniell (Ms K) wondered if we would like the band to play for a little while at the carnival, Diane M. will check with her on what she has in mind.  Afton Z. is working on getting the Police Department here to offer fingerprinting, and also possibly Usery Park rangers and some other non-profit groups that would be willing to have a table, so there will be even more variety.  Dr. Bounce can provide a dunk tank, Diane M. is contacting the staff for volunteers for the tank so we can let the students know who to come visit!  It was suggested that maybe each dunk tank volunteer gets to be in the tank for 20 minutes, then a 5 minute break before the next person goes into the tank.
Food (Kathy R. and Diane M.):  Schwans will be coming to our carnival again this year.  We are still looking at having 2 separate pizza businesses to supply us with pizza.  So far Papa Johns is willing to deliver what we need, Dominoes doesn’t seem to have a delivery area that includes our school, will look at Pizza Hut.  Also, our cafeteria has offered their food warmers to keep pizza warm so we can order extra to begin the evening.  It was decided that we will offer 2 slices of pizza and a drink for $2.00, and individual slices of pizza for $1.00 and individual drinks for $.50.  Cindy S. gave Diane M. information from the Skyline High School contact person that orders for the Skyline school store about how we might be able to get good prices on soda, etc.

Diane M. will work on mapping out the carnival, especially the food area to try and keep the lines down, and the wait time to a minimum.  Cindy H. will try and be sure we have extra help from the Red Mountain ROTC volunteers too.  At Kathy R.’s request, Betsy A. will check w/Dr. Bounce (our entertainment vendor) to see we they have suggestions for line separations.  Also, the new Mesa Public Schools food handling guidelines require a hand washing station.  Betsy A. will check with Dr. Bounce on that also to see if we can rent one from them.  In addition, Cindy H. will check with the Red Mountain ROTC to see if someone has a food handler’s license as that is another food handling requirement.
Kathy R. and Diane M. are working on getting ice delivered this year, or possibly borrowing a freezer just for the day to store some ice in, and to try and get the drinks iced earlier in the day.

Preorders & Budget (Lara M. and Kim P.):  Lara M. is working on bundling tickets for the pre-orders, and Kim P. would like all our supplies to be in the workroom in a locked cabinet so it will be convenient for the PTO Board to fill pre-orders.  Note:  we need to put a $500.00 deposit down with Dr. Bounce and the check will need to get mailed by the end of this week.
Prizes and Games (Elaine S., Cindy H., Dani W.):  Looks like we are in good shape for classroom games, Elaine S. posted the sign-up list for the teachers and it is almost filled.  Elaine S., Cindy H. and Dani W. will help them with set-up.  Flyers are going home to parents to ask for help staffing the classroom games during carnival.  Please look for the flyer and volunteer to help out your child’s classroom!  Light ropes will be offered again this year for $2.00.
Volunteer Coordinator (Cindy H.):  Cindy is working with the Red Mountain ROTC to be sure we have enough help.  Also, want to make sure we have enough visible signs so volunteers will know where to sign in.  We will have name tags for all volunteers.  Again, we want to remind all families that unless a parent is volunteering directly after school, students must stay with their after-school routine on carnival day and either go home or go to after school care.  Last year we had too many unsupervised children in the set-up area before the start of the carnival.
NEXT CARNIVAL MEETING:  TUESDAY, 9/19/06 IN THE ZAHARIS STAFF LOUNGE.  Please enter through the door that accesses the MPR room from the back parking lot.  PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND!
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